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Introduction

The credit crunch was about to bite and this promised to be a difficult year for fundraising.  However, a lot of hard work and commitment from all the volunteers, committee members, parents and friends of the school managed to help us reach the fantastic target of £5,000 and we should all be very proud of our achievements this year.

The PTA meetings went from strength to strength and saw new members suggesting new ideas and offering to run events and take charge of activities for the first time. A Christmas shopping trip to Bath, Christmas calendars (which sold like hot cakes) as well as our old favourites such as discos, fetes, duck-race and pampering evening all helped to get people together, make new friends, and raise some vital funds for the school at the same time.

On behalf of the PTA fundraising committee, we would like to offer our grateful thanks to all those who contributed, in whatever way you could, towards our ongoing commitment to support the school and our children at Trelales Primary School.

The NCPTA

This year saw great support from the National Confederation of PTA’s (NCPTA) as they offered us advice on running and planning events, legal support and lots of advice on new activities and fundraising ideas. Their website is always a useful resource and we would like to take this opportunity to thank them for acting as a 24/7 support and help-line.
Trelales PTA Constitution.

The NCPTA have issued us with a new model constitution and this has been amended and posted on the PTA website for review. This brings together all important areas for consideration, including fundraising rules, formal reporting procedures and meeting structures. We ask you to take a look and support the motion to adopt this new constitution for the PTA.

Messages of thanks

 It would be remiss of us not to thank everyone involved in helping out on the PTA especially our secretary Denise Gamble. You may have seen her running around, gathering support for each activity, selling raffle tickets, chasing you for money and this she does in her own spare time. She also organises the monthly meetings, takes the minutes and sends them out for comment. Denise would like to personally thank Rhian for all of the help, support and advice; she has given over the past year.
We would also like to personally thank Debbie Whitely, our outgoing treasurer, who has worked for many years supporting the PTA with her fiscal skills and professional advice around all things financial. Despite enormous pressures this year, Debbie has maintained our impeccable finance position, dealt with all transactions and produced the treasurer’s report, which I hope you will take time to read. We would also like to thank Nick Ralph for temporarily stepping into the treasurer’s role since November and we hope he will offer his services for the forthcoming year.
A big thank you to the other PTA members; Mr. Clive Evans (Headmaster), Mrs. Diane Williams (Teacher Representatives), Nick Ralph, Nicola Willis, Rhian Morwood, Marie Jones, Emma Cram, Carrie Williams and Amy Paice.
Summary of Events 2009
Coffee Mornings. Our new coffee morning has given a chance to meet and greet all new parents and friends and a chance to pick up on all that’s happening. Carrie Williams initiated this event and a big thanks to her for planning each event and organising the tea/coffee and biscuits. This is an ongoing event for 2010 and we would welcome anyone that wishes to drop in for a chat and a chance to catch up. Look out for the dates; they’re posted around the school notice boards.
Discos. Yet again, very well attended and the OCLP continues to offer a great venue and good value for money. Raffles and entry fees result in an average of £100 for each event and a big thank you to all parents who support the event and those who help out on the night.

Quiz Night. Paul excelled again this year, but still had many stuck with his obstacle round of ‘guess the object’. Although the questions remained quite difficult, he promised to make them easier and speed up the process this year, so the event will finish by 11 o’clock allowing those with child care arrangements to see the quiz through to the end. 

Pampering Evening. Another great event with relaxation, massage and a few nibbles. Also a time for a break from family pressures and some real ‘me-time’. We’ve already planned this year’s event and the date for your diary is 24/3/10.
Duck Racing. Mr. and Mrs. Goldsworthy (previous parent of Trelales) helped to run the new style event down at the waters edge in Ogmore, with a great turnout for 2009. Ducks were raced class by class, so everyone had a chance of winning. Over 100 children were involved this year and we hope to get more for this years’ event. Ducks will cost £2 each again this year (to enter the race) and hopefully every child will have a duck in this year’s event. That’s our target.
Summer Fayre. We almost had great weather, apart from a downpour that caused chaos on the roads; some of the old favourites were back including bouncy castle, the stocks and welly wanging. Despite the weather we had a great turnout and thanks to all those who helped out, attended or supported us this year.
 Christmas Fayre. All the old favourites and a new fundraiser (Christmas Calendars) expertly manufactured by our dedicated team which sold like hot cakes. A lot of hard work went into their design and production and we would like to thank Nick Ralph for obtaining all of the photos, Rhian Morwood, Denise and Carrie Williams for all their dedication and hard work on this one.

Christmas Shopping Trip. A new event this year was our Christmas shopping trip to the historical town of Bath. All but two seats were sold on the bus and some on-board bingo and a raffle raised £100 on the day. Many thanks to Amy and Carrie for organising the event and planning the day like clockwork.
Improving communication
Our new website is up and running and there’s a direct link to the PTA page, please take time to look for new events, notices and updates on fundraising. Copies of minutes and reports will also be posted here. Our newsletter is also up and running. The first issue of the ‘PTA POST’ was well received and included lots of information and important dates for your diary. The next edition is due out in March so watch this space!
Our fundraising ‘chart’ was fixed to the wall outside the school, but got lost for a short while, but is now back pride of place. We’ll be updating this chart throughout the year with our new fundraising target for 2010/11

Looking Ahead.
Our numbers are very small on the PTA committee and we are always looking for support in any way we can. We would welcome any offers of help or assistance, if you can spare a couple of hours from time to time, offer advice or help us out when we need it we would be extremely grateful.

We hope to set up  ‘links’ for each class so we can pass on important messages or even set up an email list to share news and updates. If you would like to be that ‘link’ please let us know (we would welcome more than one link for each class so don’t hold back)

We strongly believe that the ongoing success of our PTA is a sign of the dedication and commitment from all parents, guardians and friends of Trelales Primary School and hope that you continue to support us in our ongoing efforts to help out where we can.  

Thank you for taking time to read this report,
Paul Lee, Chairman Trelales PTA fundraising committee 2009

Denise Gamble, Secretary Trelales PTA
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